COMMEMORATIONS AROUND

THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE HAITIAN FLAG


"From a Legacy of Freedom to an explosion of Culture"
May 1803 - May 2003
Commemorating the Haitian Flag

Presented by

A.C.T.I.O.N. Foundation, Inc. 

in partnership with 

Broward County Libraries Division 

May 3 - May 31, 2003

At the 

African American Research Library and Cultural Center

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

(Free admission)

This series of cultural events launched to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the creation of the Haitian flag showcased prominent Haitian artists and personalities. Moreover, the work of sixty Haitian-American kids from the After School Program in the Arts (ASPA) produced by our organization was part of this major presentation. 
The Program:

May 3 
Conference by Patrick Delatour “The Birth of Haiti’s Monuments and their Preservation” (Auditorium 7:00PM)

Cocktail reception and music entertainment. (Exhibit hall 8:30PM)
May 3-June 15         
Art exhibit: “History and Expectations : A Bridge to Evolution”. A major Art exhibit by Ulrick Jean-Pierre, a prominent Haitian artist. 

(read planete quebec article « Des festivités de haute tenue sous la houlette de A.C.T.I.O.N. Foundation » http://planete.qc.ca/floride/toile/site.asp?no=73&type+36
May  10
“40 ans après… Roussan Camille” a documentary by Mario Delatour

Showing of a 52 minute documentary on the life of the famous Haitian poet Roussan Camille (Auditorium 7:00 PM)

May 15
Dance recital with the students of ASPA – choreographed by Nicole Moreta
(Auditorium, 11:00 AM)

May 15-22
“History through our Children’s Eyes”, art exhibit by the children of the After School Program in the Arts (ASPA) from North Side Elementary in Fort Lauderdale – Art Instructor : Henry Pelissier (Lobby 10:00 AM)

May 17
Dance concert by the famous dance company Aykodans from Haiti : (Auditorium 7:00 PM)

May 31

"An Artistic Vibration of Haiti": In concert, Amos Coulanges, guitar, Jean-Ronald LaFond, baritone, Liliane Questel, piano 
(read The Herald’s article: “Haitian Heritage celebrated at event”)
(read article Destination Soleil’s article: “Eclatante réussite” 

http://www.planete.qc.ca/floride/michele/michele-1162003-58159.html
SAT. MAY 3

GRAND OPENING:
· Lecture by renowned architect Patrick Delatour
"The Birth of Haiti's Monuments and their Preservation"

Conference and debate hosted by the architect Patrick Delatour. With a specialization in the restoration of historical monuments, he is known for his participation in various large-scale projects such as the renovation of the Citadelle Laferrière, as well as for his extensive research on the fortification of Haiti at the side of the famous architect, Albert Mangonès. The fortification of Haiti is intimately linked to the events surrounding its independence. In this interactive presentation, Delatour provides first-hand information in great detail, with commentary and illustration.

Patrick Delatour 
Patrick Delatour holds a Bachelor of Architecture from Howard University (Washington D.C.) and a Masters of Science in Historic Preservation form Columbia University (New York). His long academic experience took him to work in many countries : 

· The Caribbean : Quisqueya University/Haïti - Université du Roi Henri Christophe/Haïti (Ispan-Unesco) – OAS – CARIMOS - University of Puerto Rico ; 

· United States : Smithsonian Institute, University of Florida, Columbia University, Howard University ;

· Europe : Warwick University/Angleterre, British Museum Gallery/Angleterre, Chaillot Center/France ;

· Africa : University of Kumasi/Ghana. 

Moreover, Patrick Delatour has an extensive experience regarding the Haitian public sector, at first within ISPAN (Institute for Protection of National Heritage), then as the Secretary of Tourism (1995-96). He shows also a valuable experience in the private sector (Bureau d’Architecture et de Préservation). Besides, as an international consultant, he collaborated with UNESCO. He has given lectures on historic preservation in numerous assemblies in Europe, the America and the Caribbean.

· Art Exhibit by the celebrated Haitian artist Ulrick Jean-Pierre
"History and Expectations : A Bridge to Evolution"

The Haitian revolution is retraced in a collection of paintings signed by the celebrated Haitian artist, Ulrick Jean-Pierre, a world-renowned artistic figure. Jean-Pierre's works are displayed internationally in the most important museums, university collections and private collections in the U.S., Europe, and the Caribbean. This iconoclastic collection indeed does justice to the grandeur of the accomplishment of the founding fathers of the first black republic. Beyond aesthetic emotions, the artist invites to share this grandiose and universal heritage.

Ulrick Jean-Pierre 

Ulrick Jean-Pierre, a Haitian realist painter, is a graduate of Le Foyer des Arts Plastiques in Haiti. He has also studied at the University of the Arts (formerly the Philadelphia College of Arts and the Fleisher Memorial School of the Arts. He has become world renowned for his creation of Haitian historical painting in which he retraced the history of Haiti with awesome precision. 

In the words of the artist, “My historical paintings represent the ultimate reference to the collective memory that all Haitians share about the glorious past and to the energetic force which allowed their pride to transcend nearly two centuries of social debacle”.

Jean-Pierre’s work interprets and illustrates essential elements of the culture of his native land and its history who helped to shape its society and religion. Through his five major series, Social Life Series, Veve Series, Surrealist Series, Historical Series et Portrait Series, Jean-Pierre has revealed his multidimensional qualities as a painter. His portrait of President Jimmy Carter hangs in the Carter Library in Atlanta, Georgia.

Jean-Pierre’s work figures in private collections, museums, galleries and universities in North America, Europe, Africa and in the Caribbean.

· Cocktail reception : "A Taste of Culture"

Hatian cooking, a happy marriage between the spicy flavors of Africa and the varied tastes of the West, depicts the richness of daily Haitian life. Inseparable from this art of living, born of a crossing of diverse identities, the art of Haitian cooking mirrors deliciously the most common popular proverbs as well the deepest elements of literature. Enjoy an altogether creole way of living perpetuated in America by some of the best Haitian chefs from.

· "A Glimpse of Haitian Handcraft"

SAT. MAY 10

· "40 ans après... Roussan Camille" by film maker Mario Delatour
A presentation in French language by the Haitian film maker, Mario Delatour of his documentary “40 ans après... Roussan Camille”. An experienced film maker, Mario Delatour touches on various aspects.  His films, made for important producers, such as CBS and Sept-Arte, in Haiti, The Dominican Republic, the United States, France, Rwanda, Japan, trace his very rich experience. In this 52 minute film, he relates the life of the famous Haitian poet Roussan Camille--A portrait realized through the testimony  of contemporaries of the author and through his poems.  Delatour is joined by talented orator, Pierre Brisson and the illustrious dramaturge, Syto Cavé. 

Mario Delatour

The Haitian film maker, Mario Delatour, holds an A.A. in Liberal Arts courses from Montgomery College, a B.A. Major : Filmmaking from Columbia College, and a B.A. Major : Latin American Studies, Minor : Third World Cinema, from the University of California. He has a long and outstanding experience as a documentary director/production manager/cameraman. Here is a selection of the numerous documentaries he produced :

· South Africa : The politics of memory and The limits of patience (for Danish public television) 

· Haiti : 40 ans après… Roussan Camille (was shown at numerous festivals and is currently being used at university literature classes) ; Royal Bonbon (French-Canadien co-production. The film received the prestigieux Jean Vigo award in France) ; Poison cough syrup-tainted glycerine (for « 60 minutes » CBS News)

· Japon : Spy San (for Tricky Pictures, ltd in England), Dr. NakaMats (for RTL Television, Germany) ; Les Estampes d’Hokusai (for La Sept-Arte Television, France), Models in distress (for RTL Television)

· Philippines : Gianni Versace (for RTL Television & Caribe News, Miami Florida)

· Floride : Lefty (for WBBM-CBS, Chicago).

THURS. MAY 15 

· "Traditions & Evolution"

Dance recital presented by the children of the After School Program in the Arts (ASPA) program sponsored by A.C.T.I.O.N. Foundation. Haitian-Americans by and large, these children attend North Side Elementary School of Ft-Lauderdale. The program gives the children access to the visual and fine arts, dance and Haitian history and culture. The program seeks to instill in the children a sense of their total identity and develop in them a positive image of their country of origin and of themselves.

Nicole Moreta begun to perform as a dancer in Haiti by the age of 8. She had the good fortune to train with Lavinia Williams, a noted African-American choreographer who had set up a dance school in Haiti. Nicole Moreta became a professional dancer and performed with the Haitian National Folklore Troupe and the Theodore Beaubrun Troupe. In 1961, she moved to the United States to live. Over the years, she has formed a number of dance troupes and been instrumental in the training of many young Haitian dancers.  Her career brought into many American cities to perform. 

THURS. MAY 15 – MAY 22 

· "History through our Children's Eyes", Art Instructor : Henry Pelissier
This exhibition exposes the paintings of the children who participate in the ASPA program at North Side Elementary School of Ft-Lauderdale. In all, 36 works are presented --portraits and group projects on the themes "Founding Fathers of the Nation" and "The Battle of Vertieres".
Henry Pelissier is a self-taught artist. He paints a magical world of imaginary creatures inspired by the folklore of Haiti.The standard of beauty in the American society where Pelissier lives is the skinny model type woman; however, a very different feminine figure is regularly emerging out of his paintbrush. The SunSentinel worte about his paintings: “His distinctive style shows oddly shaped figures – women with huge thighs, bare feet and serene expressions”.
Pelissier’s work figured in numerous exhibits in the Americas, Europe and in the Caribbean.

A.C.T.I.O.N. Foundation Inc. is a 501(C) 3 non-profit organization dedicated to the promotion of Haitian culture, and to enhance academic performance through the After school program in the arts (ASPA). The ASPA program has been run for three years for the children of North Side Elementary School in Ft-Lauderdale and has reached, each year, approximately two hundred Haitian-Americans kids.   
A.C.T.I.O.N. Foundation is looking forward to extending this program to other underserved children and continuing the presentation of cultural programs to the community. Your participation and/or donations will help our organization achieve this goal. 

SAT. MAY 17 

· Dance Concert by the famous dance company Aykodans directed by choreographer Jeanguy Saintus (Auditorium 7:00 PM)

The art of the dancer-choreographer, Jeanguy Saintus unfolds in this dance concert. Leader of the famous dance troupes Archodanse Repertoire and Aykodans, Saintus revolutionizes Haitian dance. His concept combines the rich tradition of ancestral rites and the hybrid creole dances which developed through European influences. The result is a language heralding a completely developed identity open to the world. His concept is profoundly researched and developed in order to render this art accessible to the greater public. Thus, Jeanguy Saintus takes modern Haitian dance abroad and works with other choreographers towards the creation of a regional company.

Jeanguy Saintus

Artistic Director, Dancer, choreographer and educator for the past 15 years, Saintus' choreography combines elements of modern and contemporary dance, as well as traditional, African and neo-classic influences. Inspired by traditional Haitian rhythms and the voodoo religious culture, Saintus' utilizes his art to communicate the "realness" of his emotions, while touching on all elements of the human condition. 
He has developed a contemporary Haitian style and works on developing a Caribbean dance vocabulary for today's dancers. His choreographic conception has contributed to the emergence of a new contemporary Haitian esthetic deeply anchored in tradition, an approach that encourages the reevaluation of Haitian dance as an invaluable element of a greater and more significant artistic universe. His work incontrovertibly supports his pedagogical philosophy, which promotes a practice that is at once geared to physical conditioning as it is to visual pleasure. He has appeared on the great stages of the world, including Japan, North America, Central America and South America, Europe and the Caribbean.

SAT. MAY 31
· "An Artistic Vibration of Haiti": In concert, Amos Coulanges, guitar, Jean-Ronald LaFond, baritone & Liliane Questel, piano 
A concert of classical music that places the great composers (Bach, Schubert, Tchaikovsky, etc.) next to such Haitian masters as Carmen Brouard and Frantz Casseus, and including premiere performances of works by the performers.
Jean-Ronald LaFond, baritone, Amos Coulanges, classical guitar and Liliane Questel, piano combine their talents to serve as a united voice in expressing the musique savante from Haiti. Jean-Ronald LaFond, baritone, Amos Coulanges, classical guitar and Liliane Questel, piano combine their talents to serve as a united voice 

Amos Coulanges, concert guitarist, composer and choral director completed musical studies in music performance and musicology at the Sorbonne (Diploma, Masters and Advanced studies).  He received the gold medal in classical guitar at l'Ecole Nationale de Musique de Saint-Germain-en-Laye. He also holds a certificate in music education.

Amos Coulanges is active in Paris as a teacher of general music, guitar and as a choral conductor. He appears regularly in solo concerts, chamber concerts and vocal concerts both as singer and accompanist. 

His compositions have earned him prizes including the 1986 CMAC/SACEM composition prize. They include works for solo guitar, such as Nan fon bwa, Les Haitiannesques, Adieu madras, thème et variations, Dodo titit thème varié et fugetta,Tèt bobèch, La Balancelle; choral works such as Invention à trois voix, Cantate à Toussaint Louverture, Yanvalou no 1, Kongo, Rara, Twa fèy twa rasin, Dodo; as well as several chamber music combinations. 

Coulanges is also productive as an author. Among his contributions are Les sonates pour guitare de 1800 à 1920, la musique vaudou, and Le Chant des Iles. Finally, he has written and performed for such films as L'Homme sur les quais by Raoul Peck, the documentaries Le Chant des oiseaux by Michèle Lemoine for France 3 et RFO, and Cherchez la vie by Claudette Coulanges, Berlin.

Jean-Ronald LaFond was born in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, and lived for extended periods in France and Italy.  He earned the Bachelor of Music in Vocal Performance Summa Cum Laude from Westminister Choir College and the Master of Music and Doctorate of Musical Arts at the University of Michigan. 

His operatic repertoire, numbering over 30 roles include all the major Mozart baritone roles, Escamillo, Ford, Belcore and Rosini's Figaro. He has sung much of the standard Oratorio repertoire with symphonies across the United States and has sung more than 200 recitals in North America, Europe, the Caribbean and Asia.  Recent activity took him to Klingenberg and Wertheim Germany where he presented a one-week vocal workshop and to Japan for a recital tour.  

A national winner of the Leontyne Price competition, and of Florida and North Carolina NATSAA, and several concerto competitions, National winner of Leontine Price Voice Competition, winner of the Kalamazoo Symphony Concerto Competition and of Livonia Symphony Concerto Competition. He has been inducted into several music honor societies and is a member of several music organizations. He currently teaches voice and related courses at East Carolina University.

Liliane Questel's career has taken her throughout the world with recitals in Italy, France, Belgium, Sapin, the US, Canada and the Carribbean. Her concertos appearances include the Pittsburgh Symphony, the Hartford Symphony, the Mississippi Symphony, the Southwest Michigan Orchestra, the Bremerton Symphony, the Baltimore Orchestra,  the Antwerp Philarmonie, the Belgian National Orchestra, the Brussels Conservatory Orchestra, the New Vlaams Chamber Orchestra, the Duke Ellington Orchestra and recently, the Cuban National Symphony.She also has been active as a chamber music player in recitals and Festivals in Europe.Ms. Questel has distinguished herself as a prize winner in the Belgian Radio and Television Young Artist competition and the William Kappell International Competition.

Born in Haiti where she started the piano with Micheline Laudun Denis, she studied and graduated with honors at the Brussels Royal Conservatory in Belgium and at the Peabody Conservatory in Baltimore. She lives in New-York city.

